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Brits in
the ’Burgh

over the
centuries

From Churchill
to Prince of Wales

and more

SEE BRITS, PAGE A-10

By Len Barcousky
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Years before Winston Chur-
chill memorably spoke of the
“special relationship” be-
tween the United Kingdom
and the United States, he told
a Pittsburgh audience that the
two nations had a common
role to play in keeping the
world prosperous and at
peace.

One key was maintaining a
strong military. “Of course,
the English-speaking people of
the world are all in favor of
disarmament, of peace be-
tween the nations,” Churchill
said to a crowd of 1,000.

He spoke at Oakland’s Car-
negie Music Hall on March 7,
1932, during his only visit to

Privacy takes
a hit while
digital data
is scooped up,
passed around

SEE PRIVACY, PAGE A-11

By Deborah Todd
and Chris Potter

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

If privacy is being crippled by
masses of digital data being col-
lected through an ever-growing
swath of Internet-connected de-
vices, experts say individuals
should start providing them-
selves a crutch.

At the moment, finding out ex-
actly how much digital data
makes its way from smartphone
apps or an Internet-connected PC
to data brokers and digital adver-
tisers is an uphill battle. Informa-
tion from cookies — digital track-
ers used to collect data from
browsers — are often sent to mul-
tiple digital advertising compa-
nies, many that go on to sell the
information to thousands of com-
panies seeking out their targeted
audiences. Outside of legal data
collection, there’s also the threat
of cybercriminals finding back
doors into hard drives or mobile
devices and taking anything
from credit card numbers to fin-
gerprint data.

To address the issue on mobile
devices, a cottage industry of
apps and programs designed to
monitor those monitoring an in-
dividual’s digital footprints has
emerged. Apple’s current

The first of two parts.

IS THERE ANYTHING NEAL HUNTINGTON
TOUCHES THAT DOESN'T TURN TO GOLD?

For U.S. Catholics: growing numbers, shrinking rites

SEE CATHOLIC, PAGE A-7

By Peter Smith
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

There may be more American
Catholics than ever, but they’re do-
ing fewer Catholic things.

Such is the paradox that Pope
Francis will be facing when he
touches down in the United States
later this month.

The Catholic Church counts a

historic high of about 70 million
Americans in the United States
and its territories, the fourth-larg-
est Catholic population in the
world, behind Brazil, Mexico and
the Philippines. Independent sur-
veys of adults give mixed results on
whether the Catholic population is
growing or stagnating, and many
cradle Catholics do leave the faith,
but immigration has continued to

fuel a membership roughly a quar-
ter of the U.S. population.

What is clear is that the whole
cradle-to-grave tradition of U.S. Ca-
tholicism life-cycle events is in de-
cline. Many of these numbers have
been declining since the 1960s, but
consider the following trends from
between 2000 and 2015, according to

Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette
Detria Dixon, who is employed by the Homewood Children’s Village as a full-time community school site director
at Pittsburgh Faison K-5, directs first-grade students to their classroom after they had breakfast at the school.

Schools step up social services
in hopes of improving education

SEE BEYOND, PAGE A-8

By Eleanor Chute
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

When Cornell superinten-
dent Aaron Thomas interviews
a potential administrator, he
wants to know if the candidate
will drive a school van. Admin-
istrators, including the super-
intendent, sometimes need to
drive a parent to a teacher con-
ference or a child to a doctor ap-
pointment.

At Grandview Upper Ele-
mentary School in the High-
lands School District, it’s not
unusual for principal Heather
Hauser to find a bag of grocer-
ies on her desk, left anony-
mously by a staff member. The
school started a food pantry af-
ter a student one Friday said he
didn’t have anything to eat at

home.
At Pittsburgh Faison K-5 in

Homewood, the nonprofit
Homewood Children’s Village
provides extra sets of hands to
help in the high-poverty school,
among them a community
school site director, four den
advisers who help tutor and

four social work interns who
call families when children are
absent and find ways to help.

School isn’t about just read-
ing, writing and arithmetic.

Using their own staff and
community partners, public

Seeing that tough times at home
are prime barriers to learning, more public schools

are trying to bolster their efforts to heal lives

Public school buildings

Guidance counselors

Nurses

Social workers

School guidance counselors, nurses and social workers are spread 
thin across Pennsylvania.

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Education James Hilston/Post-Gazette
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Germany opens
arms to mass of
weary migrants

SEE MIGRANTS, PAGE A-4

By Katrin Bennhold
and Steven Erlanger

The New York Times

First wave arrives,
thousands more will
travel by bus across
Hungary, Austria

MUNICH — Germans waving
welcome signs in German,
English and Arabic came to the
Munich train station Saturday to
greet the first group of what is ex-
pected to be about 8,000 migrants
to arrive in Germany by early to-
day, after an arduous and emo-
tional journey through Hungary
and Austria.

Germans applauded and vol-
unteers offered hot tea, food and

toys as about 450 migrants ar-
rived on a special train service
from Austria, finally reaching
Germany, which had held out an
open hand to them.

“Thank you, Germany,” said
one woman from the Kurdish
part of northern Iraq who said
she had been on the road for a
month and a half with her two
children.

A German volunteer, Silvia
Reinschmiedt, who runs a local

Inside
■ Refugees braving deadly seas,
dangerous travel over wealthy
Arab states.
■ In Syria, Assad’s forces have
killed more people than Islamic
State.
Stories, Page A-4
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